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Playmate

Members of the River Bend Astronomy Club at the 2009 Messier
Marathon at Greenville College. Photo by Mike Veith.

See article beginning on page 3.
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River Bend Astronomy club serves astronomy enthusiasts
of the American Bottom region, the Mississippi River
bluffs and beyond, fostering observation, education, and a
spirit of camaraderie.

Officers and administrators

PRESIDENT Gary Kronk
VICEPRESIDENT Jamie Goggin
TREASURER Mike Veith
LEAGUE CORRESPONDENTBIll Breeden
SECRETARY Bill Breeden

OUTREACH COORDINATOREeff & Terry Menz
LIBRARIAN Kathy Kronk
FOUNDING MEMBERS Ed Cunnius

Kurt Sleeter

Cortacts
MAIL River Bend Astronomy Club
132 Jessica Drive

St. Jacob, IL 62281

WEB www.riverbendastro.org

EMAIL

rbac@riverbendastro.org

Night Sky Network

Spl
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Monthly Meetings
Saturday, May 16, 2009 * 7:00 PM
Saturday, June 20, 2009 * 7:00 PM
Saturday, July 18, 2009 * 7:00 PM

Kronk Observatory

132 Jessica Drive St. Jacob, IL 62281

Looked Up Lately ?
Join River Bend Astronomy Club
Want to learn more about astronomy? The members of RiverBend
Astronomy Club invite you to j
or special skills djust a passion for observing the natural world.
1 Meetings offer learning, peeks through great telescopes,
and fun under the stars.

o

1  You will receive the club newsletter, Current Astronomy,

packed with news and photos.
1  Get connected with our member -only online discussion
group.

1 Borrow from the c¢clubds mult
1 Borrow from the clubds sele
T And thatds not rmembershiplyburatsal g h

join the Astronomical League, with its special programs
and colorful quarterly newsletter
your hobby.

1 We meet monthly, observe regularly, email news and

The Reflector to enrich

qui ps constantly, and gener
you join us?

Name

Address

City State Zip

Phone

Email address
Where did you hear of our club?

How long have you been interested in astronomy?
Do you have optical equipment?

Affiliated with the
Astronomical League,
dedicated to fostering
astronomical education,
providing incentives for
astronomical observation
and research, and
assisting communication
among amateur
astronomical societies.
www.astroleague.org
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RIVER BEND ASTRONOMY CLUB

Affiliated with the NASA
Night Sky Network, a
nationwide coalition of
amateur astronomy clubs
bringing the science,
technology and inspiration

Are you afraid of the dark? ___Yes ___ No (just kidding)
| am submitted my application for:
Adult Membership(s) __ Youth Membership(s)

$20/year each $15/year each
(18 yrs. and up) (17 yrs. and under)
| enclose a check for $ made out to:

of NASAGsS mis Mike Veith, Treasurer, RBAC
general public. Signature
Date
Mail to: River Bend Astronomy Club
clo Gary Kronk, 132 Jessica Drive, St. Jacob, IL 62281.
Email: rbac@riverbendastro.com
Bill Breeden
Eric Young
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Mary Hebert Completes Her

Messier Certificate
By Bill Breeden

Mary has been working on her Messier observations for nearly two years,
and it has all paid off! She handed me (a copy of!) her Messier observing
logs, containing a total o f 74 Messier objects. She has painstakingly
found each one by star hopping, and thoroughly documented her
observations.

She has been working toward her Messier Club Certificate, one of the
many observing clubs offered by the Astronomical League. The

certi ficate is awarded to observers who log 70 or more Messier objects.
Well done, Mary!

Mary Hebert prepares for a night of finding Messier objects at the Messier Marathon
Photo by Bill Breeden.

Mary Hebert and her Celestron refractor.
Photo by Bill Breeden.
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River Bend Messier Marathon 2009
By Bill Breeden

Could we have had more fun? | don't think so... Our 2009 Messier
Marathon was held at Greenville Observatory on April 25, 2009, and a
great time was had by all who attended. Despite predictions for 50%
cloud cover, the skies stayed generally clear during the evening and
temperatures were in the 70s. Who could ask for anything more?

About 10 telescopes and their owners attende d the Marathon, and many
folks logged more time at the eyepiece than in recent memory. The
galaxies of Virgo and Coma Berenices beckoned, and we answered the
call. Jamie Goggin, armed with his big 12 inch Dobsonian, offered up
spectacular views of M81 and M82, galaxies in Ursa Major, in one field
of view. Breathtaking!

River Bend Astronomy Club members setting up for a night of stargazing at the 2009
Messier Marathon. Photo by Bill Breeden.

Members get a surprise visitor at the 2009 Messier Marathon. Canis Minor, perhaps?
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Jeff Menz and his 10" Mead e LX-5 Schmidt-Cassegrain telescope. Mike Veith and his Meade ETX125 Maksutov-Cassegrain telescope.
Perhaps more important is his TeleVue Ethos 13mm eyepiece, also shown. Photo by Bill Breeden.

Photo by Bill Breeden.

Bruce Kryfka and his 11" Celestron Schmidt -Cassegrain telescope. Lee Paul and his refractor, complete with an 11 mm TeleVue Nagler eyepiece.
He was very happy to have it back from Dr. Sherrod, in tip -top shape. Photo by Bill Breeden.
Photo by Bill Breeden.

Bill Breeden and his 8" Meade LX90 Schmidt -Cassegrain telescope. Jamie Goggin and his 12" Discovery Dobsonian reflector telescope. Wow - the vi ews we
Oh look, another TeleVu e Nagler eyepiece! This one is the 13mm had in this light bucket were incredible! The illusive M101 was even visible!
Photo by Mike Veith ' ' Photo by Bill Breeden.
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