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The constellation Crux  and the Coal Sack in all their glory during Lee 
Paulõs Southern Skies Fiesta Trip in Costa Rica .  Page 3.  

Photo courtesy of Lee Paul.  
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River Bend Astronomy club serves astronomy enthusiasts 

of the American Bottom region, the Mississippi River 

bluffs and beyond, fostering observation, education, and a 

spirit of camaraderie.  

 

Officers and administrators  

PRESIDENT  Gary Kronk 

VICE-PRESIDENT  Jamie Goggin 

TREASURER  Mike Veith 

LEAGUE CORRESPONDENT Bill Breeden 

SECRETARY  Bill Breeden 

OUTREACH COORDINATORS    Jeff & Terry Menz  

LIBRARIAN  Kathy Kronk 

FOUNDING MEMBERS Ed Cunnius 

   Kurt Sleeter  

 

Contacts 

MAIL River Bend Astronomy Club 

 132 Jessica Drive 

 St. Jacob, IL 62281 

WEB www.riverbendastro.org  

EMAIL rbac@riverbendastro.org 

 

 

 

Affiliated with the 

Astronomical League, 

dedicated to fosteri ng 

astronomical education, 

providing incentives for 

astronomical observation 

and research, and 

assisting communication 

among amateur 

astronomical societies.  

www.astroleague.org  

Affiliated with the NASA 

Night Sky Network, a 

nationwide coalition of 

amateur astronomy clubs 

bringing the science, 

technology and inspiration 

of NASAõs missions to the 

general public.  

 

Current Astronomy 

EDITOR   Bill Breeden 

EDITOR EMERITUS                   Eric Young 

Monthly  Meetings  

Saturday, July 18 , 2009 * 7:00 PM  

Saturday, Au gust 22 , 2009 * 7:00 PM  

Saturday, September 19 , 2009 * 7:00 PM  

Kronk Observatory  

132 Jessica Drive, St. Jacob, IL 62281 

 

Looked Up Lately ? 
Join River Bend Astronomy Club  

Want to learn more about astronomy? The members of RiverBend 

Astronomy Club invite you  to join. You wonõt need expensive tools 

or special skills ð just a passion for observing the natural world.  

¶ Meetings offer learning, peeks through great telescopes, 

and fun under the stars.  

¶ You will receive the club newsletter, Current Astronomy , 

packed with news and photos.  

¶ Get connected with our member -only online discussion 

group. 

¶ Borrow from the clubõs multimedia library. 

¶ Borrow from the clubõs selection of solar telescopes. 

¶ And thatõs not all! Through club membership you also 

join the Astronomical Lea gue, with its special programs 

and colorful quarterly newsletter The Reflector to enrich 

your hobby.  

¶ We meet monthly, observe regularly, email news and 

quips constantly, and generally have a good time. Wonõt 

you join us? 

 

Name________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________ 

City__________________State_______Zip__________ 

Phone________________________________________ 

Email address__________________________________ 

Where did you hear of our club?___________________ 

______________________________________________ 

How long have you been interested in astronomy?_____ 

Do you have optical equipment?___________________ 

Are you afraid of the dark? ___Yes   ___No (just kidding)  

I am submitted my application for:  

______Adult Membership(s)    ___Youth Membership(s) 

           $20/year each                 $15/year each  

           (18 yrs. and up)               (17 yrs. and under)  

I enclose a check for $________________ made out to: 

Mike Veith, Treasurer, RBAC 

Signature______________________________________ 

Date__________________________________________ 

 

Mail to: River Bend Astronomy Club  

       c/o Gary Kronk,  132 Jessica Drive, St. Jacob, IL 62281. 

       Email: rbac@riverbendastro.org 

 

 

http://www.riverbendastro.org/
mailto:rbac@riverbendastro.org
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News 
Southern Skies Fiesta 2009 T rip  
By Lee Paul 
 
This yearΩs 8 day Southern Skies Fiesta Tour took 
place from February 21st to the 28

th
, 2009. It was 

sponsored for the seventh time by TravelQuest 
International Tours (www.travelquest.com) with 
Gary Seronik, Sky and Telescope Writer,  as Tour 
Guide and on-board astro-aficionato. 
  

 
Lee Paul at the 8 day Southern Skies Fiesta Tour. Photo courtesy 

of Lee Paul. 

There were 32 participants in all from the U.S. and 
Canada, and all died-in-the-wool Astronomy 
devotees just like all of us. Since we were from all 
over North America, we boarded our various flights 
and converged on the city of San Jose', Costa Rica 
Saturday the 21st, meeting for the first time at the 
San Jose' Marriott. The Traffic Jams on the way from 
the Airport reminded me of those we see in Los 
Angles, except I couldn't read the street signs or 
understand the cuss words! 
  
After a pleasant evening of socializing and dinner we 
all went to our rooms to get a good night's rest and 
take out early Sunday Morning on an 85 mile bus trip 
to "La Ensenata" Lodge, which doesn't mean 
anything in Spanish that anyone knows of. I thought 
that a tad strange, but it could be worse and mean 
'place of no return', or 'the end of the road'! 
  
It turned out to be a delightful compound of some 
20 Cabanas, a large Dining Center, with no doors or 
windows, and several mechanical buildings and 
garages, with staff quarters. The Dining Center has 
no exterior walls either, because there are only two 

Seasons in Costa Rica; The Wet Season and The Dry 
Season. Every day is 95F and every night is 73F, year 
round.  So if you like todayΩs weather, you're gonna 
love tomorrowΩs! 
  
There is no air conditioning in any building, but there 
is a nice almost constant breeze off of the Bay of 
Nicoya just a couple of hundred yards from the 
Cottages. The Cabanas all have lots of screened 
windows and ceiling fans that get plenty of use at 
night. They have full bathroom facilities and are 
quite pleasantly, but modestly, furnished with only 
red lighting. 
  

 
[ŜŜ tŀǳƭΩǎ Ŏŀōƛƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ у Řŀȅ {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ {ƪƛŜǎ CƛŜǎǘŀ ¢ƻǳǊΦ tƘƻǘƻ 

courtesy of Lee Paul. 

So I don't put my readers to sleep, I won't go into 
too much detail, except to say, your days are either 
occupied with nature trips, boat or tractor rides, 
birding walks, interesting conversation, or sleep if 
you prefer. The nights were all very dark and quite 
cloudless, except one, with excellent translucence, 
but only good to marginal seeing with the air 
currents coming off the Pacific heading up the 
Mountains. But all in all, well, just look at the 
pictures!  They were all taken there at La Ensenada 
by folks like us, but maybe with a little more 
experience behind the camera. 
 
I enjoyed the trip very much. I considered it well 
worth the $1495.00 price tag. But I paid an extra 
$395.00 for a private room, so I wouldn't be 
apologizing for my thunderous snoring every day!  
 
  
Rather than going on at great length about all the 
marvelous experiences, suffice it to say, ask me if 
you want more information, and enjoy the pictures, 
as they do the Sky the justice it deserves. The 

http://www.travelquest.com/
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Northern Skies are very familiar, but with quite a 
different and surprising perspective, but the 
Southern Skies are gloriously fascinating and fresh, 
leaving you wondering why you waited so long to 
get there.  
 

 
Orion from Costa Rica. Photo courtesy of Lee Paul. 

 

 
The Milky Way. Photo courtesy of Lee Paul. 

 

 
Eta Carina from Costa Rica. Photo courtesy of Lee Paul. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Alligators! Photo by Lee Paul. 

 

 
Telescopes set up at the Southern Skies Fiesta 2009 in Costa Rica. 

Photo by Lee Paul. 

 

 
Costa Rica coastline. Photo courtesy of Lee Paul. 

 


